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to his army in the field. The Emperor did not suspect
till he arrived at Vienna that he had done a weak or
discreditable thing. He was not long, however, of learn-
ing the truth here. Baron Thugut, whose consternation,
affliction, and indignation on the event could only be
equalled by mine, resigned the next day after the
Emperor's return. He was pressed to retain his situa-
tion, and the Emperor discovered a warm concern and
regret on the occasion. Thugut held out; and after
speaking plainly the opinion he had of the measure
and of the fatal consequences of the spirit which had
dictated it, he retired. Lehrbach was- appointed in his
place. It is impossible to describe the universal dis-
satisfaction and terror which this change occasioned.
The warmest partisans of peace began to call out for
an honourable war rather than these ignominious con-
cessions, and the bitterest enemies of Thugut were
lamenting his retreat and trembling at the loss of his
advice and assistance in the present menacing crisis. I
may tell you in confidence that I asked an audience
of the Emperor, used very strong language on the
nature of the transaction and on the exclusion of Mr*
Wickham from a due knowledge of it though he was
at head-quarters all the time, and stated distinctly that
the continuation of the concert with England depended
on the removal of Lehrbach. This strong measure,
though harsher than I like myself and certainly un-
pleasant to the Emperor's feelings, was nevertheless
necessary to secure the point, and it proved entirely
successful.